DERMAPTERA

Segments of the body imbricate. Biting mouth-parts ;
body flattened.

This order has been formed mainly to include the earwigs,
formerly classed with Orfhoptem.

The addition to it of Hemimeridce is at least doubtful, but
is rendered more plausible by the existence of Arixenia, a
parasitic earwig.

The literature is referred to below.

Burr creates sub-orders, super-families, and six families of
true earwigs (Forficulids), but they are here treated as a single
family. If we accept these many families in this order, then
we should have to accept many more in Orthoptera.

(Euplexoptera).
Earwigs.
Elongate, slightly flattened, elytra truncate. Wings folded
radially and transversely ; many wingless. Abdomen long
and terminated by two anal cerci formed as forceps. Free
living.
Owing to a closer study of the relationships of insects, the
earwigs have now been removed from the Orthoptera, where
they formed the family Forficulidce, and have been placed
nearer the Coleoptera in a separate order.
The common earwig, Forficula auricularia, is a very well-
known insect, which is regarded with more general loathing
than interest. It received the common name of earwig owing
to the superstition that it enters the human ear and travels
thence into the brain. It has been stated that the name
originates from the shape of the wing, which in some measure
resembles a human ear, but it is scarcely possible that the
insect should receive its popular name through an organ which
is very rarely seen.
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